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'ON this waterfront, there is certainly no Marlon Brando but the people
of Bandra Bandstand certainly have their own heroes.

It is to the credit of these heroes who set about saving a coastline
that had been endangered by indiscriminate dumping. The movement
took off with the Mohalla committee, whlch was formed in 1993, when
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invested into the project.

The construction started in May 1999. Exactly one year later May
2000 saw the Naval Police Band inaugurate the promenade at band-
stand. Then came the Art fair an November 27, 2000, This was fol-
lowed by a party for the under-privileged children in December 2000.
An interactive play to highlight the problems of the common man was
held next on the May 6 2001 .

a group of people started taking
an interest in civic problems. They
formed the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Association in 1996,
which was later converted to a
trust in 2000. i

The blatant dumping of rubbish
along their precious coastline out-
raged the sensibilities of the local
residents who had earlier fought it
out in the court and got 1,500
trucks of debris removed from the |....
area facing the Bandstand Fort.
Once this was done the group
moved ahead to try and reclaim
whatever was left of the coastline.
The idea was to prevent it from en-
_croachments, particularly those
that had come up in the area
around the Searock hotel.

The citizens had already con- :
ceived of a promenade, prepared a plan and worked with architect PK
Das, who designed and implemented it. Plans were approved by the
BMC, MSRDC, collector, and other concerned bodies. The funds were
provided by ShabanaAzmi, MP, Rajya Sabha, under the MPLAD scheme
for the infrastructure. But seeing the manner in which the work was
S proceeding, and the effort being poured by the Iocals, more money was
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g  Thevariety of events held atthe
¥ promenade has brought the citi-
| zens closer to each other and
| there is a growing sense of ca-
maraderie among all those who
come here. They voluntarily stop
people from creating nuisance,
throwing rubbish as they have
! developed a sense of ownership.

The promenade is now almost
complete, and a 1.6 km stretch of
reclaimed land, from Bandstand
| to St. Andrews Church corner, has
been saved from certain disaster.
Encroachment and other such
| nuisances would have certainly
| destroyed the entire already en-
dangered coastline.
{ “The people have developed a
| good trust and funds are slowly

g 83 trickling in.”. The association and
Iocals are appeahng to every flat-owner in Bandstand to pay Rs 20 per
month. Apart from this certain sponsors have taken a keen interest
and have contributed towards the development of gardens and other
features.

If this example is emulated, a number of public spaces will be re-
claimed by the people, for the people.
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